
Sermon Text from 11/4/2012 	
 	
 	
 	
      	
 	
        Riverside Home Group Discussion Guide*

The Promise of the Holy Spirit
23 As soon as they were freed, Peter and John returned to the other believers and told them what the leading priests and elders had said. 24 When they heard 
the report, all the believers lifted their voices together in prayer to God: “O Sovereign Lord, Creator of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them— 
25 you spoke long ago by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor David, your servant, saying,

	
 ‘Why were the nations so angry? Why did they waste their time with futile plans? 26The kings of the earth prepared for battle; the rulers gathered 
	
 together against the Lord and against his Messiah.’

27“In fact, this has happened here in this very city! For Herod Antipas, Pontius Pilate the governor, the Gentiles, and the people of Israel were all united against 
Jesus, your holy servant, whom you anointed. 28But everything they did was determined beforehand according to your will. 29And now, O Lord, hear their 
threats, and give us, your servants, great boldness in preaching your word. 30Stretch out your hand with healing power; may miraculous signs and wonders be 
done through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”

31After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. Then they preached the word of God with boldness.       
	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 Acts 4:23-31 (NLT)

Observation (what does the text say?)  Interpretation (what does it mean?)  Application (what does it mean to me/us?)

Discussion/Topic Starters (Ice Breakers)

      O:	
 What things in the text strike you or jump out at you?  Why?

This discussion guide is important,... but make sure you have time to pray AFTERwards.... discuss the 
scripture, and then allow time to actually pray (not just talk about praying)!

v.23-31
O:	
 Describe the prayer in these verses,... how is it different than you would expect it to be after all that Peter and John had 

been thought?

O:	
 What does the church confess about God (v.24-30)?

O:	
 What are the “requests” in verses 29-30?  What do you think is significant about these requests?

 I:	
 Considering Peter and John were thrown in jail, by the folks who killed Jesus just 2 months earlier (v.27), discuss the 
church’s response in v.31... why were they able to respond to persecution in this way?	


       I:	
 Compare 4:29-30 to 5:12-16.  How were the believer’s prayers answered?  
	
 	
 What keeps God from answering prayers like this today, in our midst?

       A:	
 BE HONEST.... reflect on how your pray (or don’t pray), what does your prayer life communicate about your view of God?

       A:	
 How can we apply the attitudes/priorities/and feelings in 4:24-30 to our own prayer life?

       A:	
 “After they prayerd”, the church meeting place was shaken and they were filled with the Holy Spirit(v.31).  
	
 	
 *In what ways do you need the power of the Holy Spirit to face the world today?
	
 	
 *Who or what is opposing your witness or our witness as a church.... our witness for Jesus?

Recommended Follow-up:
• Read: Next week’s sermon (11/11/2012) will focus on Acts 4:32-5:11.  Take time prior to next Sunday to read & 

study the passage, pray through the passage, meditate on the passage, etc.

* As discussed in Riverside’s HGLT (Home Group Leader Training), these guides are to be starting points for home group leaders to develop their own guides and 
approaches to leading group discussions.  This is a resource tool, not a rigid “go through this guide word-for-word.”  There are intentionally too many questions for a 
single home group time. This guides rely heavily on a few other study guides; including: Serendipity NT for Groups by the Young Life ministry (ISBN is N/A), “Acts: 
Seeing God’s Power in Action” by Phyllis LePeau (ISBN 9780830830077), “Acts: Seeing the Spirit Work” by John Stott (ISBN 0851113907), “Acts” by N.T. Wright (ISBN 
9780830821853), “Acts” by NavPress (ISBN 0891091122), “Acts” by Blackaby (ISBN 9781418526429), “Acts: The Spread of the Gospel” by John MacArthur (ISBN 
9781418508746), “Book of Acts” by Max Lucado (ISBN 0849953006).


