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        Riverside Home Group Discussion Guide*

Stephen Is Arrested
6:8 Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed amazing miracles and signs among the people. 9 But one day some men from 
the Synagogue of Freed Slaves, as it was called, started to debate with him. They were Jews from Cyrene, Alexandria, Cilicia, and the province of 
Asia. 10 None of them could stand against the wisdom and the Spirit with which Stephen spoke.

11 So they persuaded some men to lie about Stephen, saying, “We heard him blaspheme Moses, and even God.” 12 This roused the people, the 
elders, and the teachers of religious law. So they arrested Stephen and brought him before the high council.

13 The lying witnesses said, “This man is always speaking against the holy Temple and against the law of Moses. 14 We have heard him say 
that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy the Temple and change the customs Moses handed down to us.”

15 At this point everyone in the high council stared at Stephen, because his face became as bright as an angel’s.

Stephen Addresses the Council
7:1 Then the high priest asked Stephen, “Are these accusations true?”

2 This was Stephen’s reply: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me. Our glorious God appeared to our ancestor Abraham in Mesopotamia before he 
settled in Haran. 3 God told him, ‘Leave your native land and your relatives, and come into the land that I will show you.’ 4 So Abraham left the 
land of the Chaldeans and lived in Haran until his father died. Then God brought him here to the land where you now live.

5 “But God gave him no inheritance here, not even one square foot of land. God did promise, however, that eventually the whole land would 
belong to Abraham and his descendants—even though he had no children yet. 6 God also told him that his descendants would live in a foreign 
land, where they would be oppressed as slaves for 400 years. 7 ‘But I will punish the nation that enslaves them,’ God said, ‘and in the end they 
will come out and worship me here in this place.’

8 “God also gave Abraham the covenant of circumcision at that time. So when Abraham became the father of Isaac, he circumcised him on the 
eighth day. And the practice was continued when Isaac became the father of Jacob, and when Jacob became the father of the twelve patriarchs 
of the Israelite nation.
9 “These patriarchs were jealous of their brother Joseph, and they sold him to be a slave in Egypt. But God was with him 10 and rescued him 
from all his troubles. And God gave him favor before Pharaoh, king of Egypt. God also gave Joseph unusual wisdom, so that Pharaoh appointed 
him governor over all of Egypt and put him in charge of the palace.

11 “But a famine came upon Egypt and Canaan. There was great misery, and our ancestors ran out of food. 12 Jacob heard that there was still 
grain in Egypt, so he sent his sons—our ancestors—to buy some. 13 The second time they went, Joseph revealed his identity to his brothers, and 
they were introduced to Pharaoh. 14 Then Joseph sent for his father, Jacob, and all his relatives to come to Egypt, seventy-five persons in all. 
15 So Jacob went to Egypt. He died there, as did our ancestors. 16 Their bodies were taken to Shechem and buried in the tomb Abraham had 
bought for a certain price from Hamor’s sons in Shechem.
17 “As the time drew near when God would fulfill his promise to Abraham, the number of our people in Egypt greatly increased. 18 But then a 
new king came to the throne of Egypt who knew nothing about Joseph. 19 This king exploited our people and oppressed them, forcing parents 
to abandon their newborn babies so they would die.

20 “At that time Moses was born—a beautiful child in God’s eyes. His parents cared for him at home for three months. 21 When they had to 
abandon him, Pharaoh’s daughter adopted him and raised him as her own son. 22 Moses was taught all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he 
was powerful in both speech and action.

23 “One day when Moses was forty years old, he decided to visit his relatives, the people of Israel. 24 He saw an Egyptian mistreating an 
Israelite. So Moses came to the man’s defense and avenged him, killing the Egyptian. 25 Moses assumed his fellow Israelites would realize that 
God had sent him to rescue them, but they didn’t.
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26 “The next day he visited them again and saw two men of Israel fighting. He tried to be a peacemaker. ‘Men,’ he said, ‘you are brothers. Why 
are you fighting each other?’

27 “But the man in the wrong pushed Moses aside. ‘Who made you a ruler and judge over us?’ he asked. 28 ‘Are you going to kill me as you 
killed that Egyptian yesterday?’ 29 When Moses heard that, he fled the country and lived as a foreigner in the land of Midian. There his two sons 
were born.
30 “Forty years later, in the desert near Mount Sinai, an angel appeared to Moses in the flame of a burning bush. 31 When Moses saw it, he 
was amazed at the sight. As he went to take a closer look, the voice of the Lord called out to him, 32 ‘I am the God of your ancestors—the God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.’ Moses shook with terror and did not dare to look.

33 “Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off your sandals, for you are standing on holy ground. 34 I have certainly seen the oppression of my people 
in Egypt. I have heard their groans and have come down to rescue them. Now go, for I am sending you back to Egypt.’

35 “So God sent back the same man his people had previously rejected when they demanded, ‘Who made you a ruler and judge over us?’ 
Through the angel who appeared to him in the burning bush, God sent Moses to be their ruler and savior. 36 And by means of many wonders 
and miraculous signs, he led them out of Egypt, through the Red Sea, and through the wilderness for forty years.

37 “Moses himself told the people of Israel, ‘God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from among your own people.’ 38 Moses was with our 
ancestors, the assembly of God’s people in the wilderness, when the angel spoke to him at Mount Sinai. And there Moses received life-giving 
words to pass on to us.
39 “But our ancestors refused to listen to Moses. They rejected him and wanted to return to Egypt. 40 They told Aaron, ‘Make us some gods 
who can lead us, for we don’t know what has become of this Moses, who brought us out of Egypt.’ 41 So they made an idol shaped like a calf, 
and they sacrificed to it and celebrated over this thing they had made. 42 Then God turned away from them and abandoned them to serve the 
stars of heaven as their gods! In the book of the prophets it is written,

‘Was it to me you were bringing sacrifices and offerings during those forty years in the wilderness, Israel?

43  No, you carried your pagan gods— the shrine of Molech, the star of your god Rephan, and the images you made to worship them. So I will 
send you into exile as far away as Babylon.’

44 “Our ancestors carried the Tabernacle with them through the wilderness. It was constructed according to the plan God had shown to Moses. 
45 Years later, when Joshua led our ancestors in battle against the nations that God drove out of this land, the Tabernacle was taken with them 
into their new territory. And it stayed there until the time of King David.

46 “David found favor with God and asked for the privilege of building a permanent Temple for the God of Jacob. 47 But it was Solomon who 
actually built it. 

48 However, the Most High doesn’t live in temples made by human hands. As the prophet says,
	
 49 ‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Could you build me a temple as good as that?’ asks the Lord. ‘Could you build 
me such a resting place? 50  Didn’t my hands make both heaven and earth?’

51 “You stubborn people! You are heathen at heart and deaf to the truth. Must you forever resist the Holy Spirit? That’s what your ancestors 
did, and so do you! 52 Name one prophet your ancestors didn’t persecute! They even killed the ones who predicted the coming of the Righteous 
One—the Messiah whom you betrayed and murdered. 53 You deliberately disobeyed God’s law, even though you received it from the hands of 
angels.”	
  Acts 6:8-7:53 (NLT)



Observation (what does the text say?)  Interpretation (what does it mean?)  Application (what does it mean to me/us?)

Discussion/Topic Starters (Ice Breakers)
• IMPORTANT - Give each person a blank sheet of paper, and have the group spend 3-5 minutes “outlining the 

passage”... that will help each person get an overview before we dive in deep as a group...
o Ex. 6:8 - Stephen Performs many miracles
o 6:9-14 - Stephen Arrested, false charges about temple/law of moses
o 6:15 - Stephen’s face becomes bright
o 7:1 - Leaders ask Stephen to respons, simple yes/no
o 7:2-8 - Stephen responds highlingting God’s work in Abraham
o 7:9- .....

      O:	
 What things in the text strike you or jump out at you?  Why?

Ch 6:8-15
O:	
 How is Stephen described (6:3)?*****  How do you see this description play out in the broader passage?!
	
 	
 What is Stephen then up to in this passage (6:8)?
	
 	
 What are the charges against Stephen (6:9-14)?  What do they then ask Stephen (7:1)?  

Ch 7:1-53
O:	
 How does Stephen respond to this seemingly simple yes or no question?
	
 	
 Press in,.... Stephen responds with a lot:  Personal testimony, God’s working in history, God’s heart,....
O:	
 Which of the point in Israel’s history, that Stephen brings up, do you have questions about?
	
 	
 Follow-up: What point from Israel’s history most “connects/intrigues/excites you in terms of how God has 
	
 worked in the past?

O:	
 What did Stephen imply was wrong with the Jews’ attitude toward the Temple (7:48-50)?
	
 	
 Follow-up:  Do you idolize anything the way the Jews idolized their interpretation of the Law and the Temple?

       I:	
 The Jews thought their Temple in the Holy City was THE holiest place on earth, the center of God’s dealing with His 
	
 	
 people.  How did Stephen’s account of Israel’s history subtly explode that myth (7:2,9,30-34,36,38)?
       I:	
 If you had to summarize Stephens response in one quick sentence, what would it be?
	
 	
 (Mine would be;  “The story of God and of how the world is to be set right”{
      O/I:	
Stephen did not just answer the charges against him, he responded with charges of his own (7:51-53).  
	
 	
 What were his accusations and assertions that roused the Jews to fury?
	
 	
 ***So... these are the same folks who killed Jesus,... Flogged Peter/John,... discuss Stephen’s boldness?
	
 	
 	
 How does this challenge you?  Encourage you?	

       A:	
 Do you see anywhere in your life/our church’s life where we put too much emphasis on tradition/buildings/institutions/etc 

while neglecting what God is doing outside of our man-mad box?
      A:	
 I a very practical way, how do you thing God’s Spirit might want you to respond?
	
 	
 Note: I could see many things God might say: (for me, Keith, during the sermon, I felt convicted that I should 
	
 	
 re-read the O.T. this next year, really diving back into the Story of God).

Recommended Follow-up:
• Read: Next week’s sermon (12/9/12) will focus on Acts 7:54-8:1.  Take time prior to next Sunday to read & study 

the passage, pray through the passage, meditate on the passage, etc.


