
Group Discussion Guide for Week of 7/26/2020       Riverside Home Group Discussion Guide 
Scripture Text from Sunday Sermon; Hebrews 11:32-40 (NIV)               
 

32 And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who 
through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions,34 quenched the fury of the flames, and 
escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies.35 Women received 
back their dead, raised to life again.  
 

There were others who were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and 
flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were put to death by stoning;[e] they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in 
sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in 
caves and in holes in the ground. 

 

39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, 40 since God had planned something better for us 
so that only together with us would they be made perfect. 
 
NOTE: The first section (v.32-35a) requires existing Bible knowledge of the O.T. stories.  Some group members may find it hard to discuss this section due to 
being newer in the faith or unfamiliar with the O.T. background. In my opinion, there are two approaches to discussing this passage:  

1) focus mainly on v.35b-40 and simply use v.32-35a as a contrast. (the guide below is written for this approach) 
2) break up v.32-35a & v.35b-40 into two separate home group discussions.  If you choose this route, the following questions could help: 

O: Six individuals are mentioned in v.32.  What trials did each of them have and how can their example of faith encourage us in our difficulties 
and in the jobs God gives us to do?  

  Gideon (Judge 6),  Barak (Judges4),   Samson (Judges13),  Jephthat (Judges11), David (1Sam.16- 2Sam.),  Samuel (1Sam.1-24) 
O: Find and describe some situations (both Biblical and modern day) where people, by faith, did the actions (by faith) as described in v.33-35a 
(people overthrew kingdoms, ruled with justice…). 
A:  Which one of the 32-35a examples stands out to you/challenges you the most?  Why and how can you apply this to your life? 

 

General Question Bank 
Observation (what does the text say?)  Interpretation (what does it mean?)  Application (what does it mean to me/us?) 

        Know (what does the text say about God?)   Be (what does it say about us?)  Do (what does it call us to do?)  
Together (What is our communal identity/response according to the passage/Holy Spirit?) 

 

Discussion/Topic Starters (Ice Breakers) 
• Discuss the hardest trial you’ve gone through BECAUSE of your faith. 

 

Hebrews 11:32-35a 
O: Discuss the amazing outcomes/power/feats that can be accomplished by faith (v.32-35a).  
 I: What would be some modern-day examples of power/feats that can be accomplished by faith? 
 

Hebrews 11:35b-40 
O: We tend to only focus on “the great achievements & accomplishments of faith” (v.32-35a).  Describe the great price that some 

will pay because of their faith (v.35b-39). 
O: What do you think it meant for these people to “earn a good reputation because of their faith” (v.39)? 
 I: How do you think these people (v.35b-39) were able to endure under such extreme circumstances? 
 I: How do we reconcile the two outcomes detailed in v.32-35a & v.35b-39?  What do these differences say about the life of faith? 
 I: These people (v.35b-37) endured great trials by faith, how does the scripture describe them (v.38)? 
 I: Discuss what v. 40 means, especially in light of the cross (Heb. 11 focused on people from the O.T., and now eludes to the 

cross as the fulfillment or final step of faith). 
 I: Read Matt. 5:10–12 & John 15:20.  How did Jesus prepare His disciples to understand persecution and difficulty?  
  What does the scripture promise to those who suffer (also see 2 Timothy 3:11-12  & James 1:2-4)? 
A: How do you connect these verses with the verses from Hebrews 11:35b–38? 
  Follow-ups:  How might you see these applying in your life or the lives of others?  Can you think of a time when you suffered for the sake of Christ? 
   While none of us seeks difficulty, how might these verses encourage you to endure when you face trials and persecutions? 
A: Can you think of areas in the world (&/or your life, lives of folks in the church) where people are enduring such conditions 

today?  How can we (the church) help them to endure? 
 

Recommended Follow-up: 
• Pray: Pray over the hardships that are being experienced in the group as well as throughout our church.  Pray for 

perseverance and deepening faith.  Also pray for our church’s homes in India (Asha Mission). 
• Respond: re-read the entire chapter of Hebrews 11 now that we have slowly studied it together over the previous few 

months.  Pray that God would continue to use these examples to spur you and our church along in faith. 
• Read: Next week’s sermon (8/2/20) will focus on Hebrews 11:40-12:3.  Take time prior to next Sunday to read & study the passage, pray 

through the passage, meditate on the passage, as well as journey through this week’s companion devotional guide. 
  



 
 

 
 
An explanation on how Riverside structures these discussion guides*: 
 
 
Riverside defines a disciple of Jesus as a “Know, Be, Do” person.  And since Jesus told us to “make disciples” 
we use the “Know, Be, Do” framework in our discussion guides.   
 
Riverside leadership regularly asks questions around these areas: 

• “What do we need to know about God?” 
• “Who do we need to be?” 
• “What do we need to do?” 

 
Here is what we mean by “Know, Be, Do” (based on Colossians 1:9-10, see below) 
 
Know – “to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit 
gives…, growing in the knowledge of God”  Not just knowing about Jesus, but knowing Him personally, 
intimately, and deeply.  This is also about knowing the scriptures, knowing the voice of the Holy Spirit, even 
knowing yourself.   
 
Be – “so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way”  Becoming more like Jesus 
(sanctification).  This is about our character and our heart and our motivations, our passions and convictions 
change the more we get to Know Jesus (and others).   
 
Do – “bearing fruit in every good work, …”  Knowing Jesus and Becoming like Jesus practically will change 
our actions.  As we grow in these areas we will naturally DO the things that Jesus did while in the flesh on earth 
(living and loving like Jesus).  Some broad categories around DO are evangelism and justice and service.   
 
Notice “bearing fruit in every good work” then yields more “growing in the knowledge of God.”  In other 
words, while “Know, Be, Do” are three distinct words, they are deeply interconnected. 
	
As a side note, the next chapter states: 6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your 
lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 
thankfulness. 8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends 
on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ. (Col. 2:6-8)  To aid in 
this process Riverside also has a daily devotional guide available each week.   
 
 
 
 
 
Colossians 1:9-10, NIV 
For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the 
knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord 
and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,… 

	
* As discussed in Riverside’s HGLT (Home Group Leader Training), these guides are to be starting points for home group leaders to develop their own guides and approaches to leading 
group discussions.  This is a resource tool, not a rigid “go through this guide word-for-word.”  There are intentionally too many questions for a single home group time. This guide relies 
heavily upon the following resources: Thomas, Mack. The Complete Bible Discussion Guide: Old Testament and New Testament, Serendipity Bible for Personal and Small Group Study, Zondervan, along 
with the following group studies specific to Hebrews: Tom Wright (978-0-281-06379-6), Kay Arthur (978-0-7369-2306-4), Wiersbe (978-0781445665), MacArthur (978-0-7180-3515-0). 
 

	


