
Group Discussion Guide for Week of 1/24/2021       Riverside Home Group Discussion Guide 
Scripture Text from Sunday Sermon; Revelation ch.6 (NIV)               
 

I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard one of the four living creatures say in a voice like thunder, “Come!” 2 I looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held a 
bow, and he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest. 
 

3 When the Lamb opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” 4 Then another horse came out, a fiery red one. Its rider was given power to take peace from the earth and to 
make people kill each other. To him was given a large sword. 
 

5 When the Lamb opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” I looked, and there before me was a black horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand. 6 Then I heard what 
sounded like a voice among the four living creatures, saying, “Two pounds of wheat for a day’s wages,  and six pounds[c] of barley for a day’s wages, and do not damage the oil and the wine!” 
 

7 When the Lamb opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, “Come!” 8 I looked, and there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following 
close behind him. They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth. 
 

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. 10 They called out in a loud voice, “How 
long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” 11 Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the full 
number of their fellow servants, their brothers and sisters, were killed just as they had been. 
 

12 I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake.  The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red, 13 and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as 
figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. 14 The heavens receded like a scroll being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 
 

15 Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and everyone else, both slave and free, hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16 They called to the mountains and 
the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can withstand it?” 
 

General Question Bank 
Observation (what does the text say?)  Interpretation (what does it mean?)  Application (what does it mean to me/us?) 

        Know (what does the text say about God?)   Be (what does it say about us?)  Do (what does it call us to do?)  
Together (What is our communal identity/response according to the passage/Holy Spirit?) 

 
Discussion/Topic Starters (Ice Breakers) 

• How do events such as natural disasters or global strife caused by human actions affect your ideas about God’s 
sovereignty and God’s love? 

 

Ch.6 
      O: What things in the text strike you or jump out at you?  Why? 

***Another way to ask: “Choose one verse or phrase from the passage that stands out to you. This could be something you’re intrigued by, something that makes 
you uncomfortable, something that puzzles you, something that resonates with you, or just something you want to examine further.”  Now share it with the group 

 

O: Summarize what happens with the opening of each of the six seals. 
  What do the 4-horseman have in common? How do they differ? 
 

O: Discuss the martyr’s question in v.10, and how God answers their question.  What are your reactions/thoughts? 
 

       I: V.	10-11 gives important insight for Christians enduring persecution (especially the original readers of Revelation).  
 Why is this an important insight for us as “modern” Christians (in America)? 
 

        O:  How will people (both “mighty” and “low”) react to the sixth seal’s judgment (v.15-17)? 
 Follow-up: How is this great “upheaval” explained (vv. 16-17)? 
 Follow-up: How is this a warning or an encouragement to you/us? 

    
       I: “V.16 has what sounds like an odd contradiction, “the wrath of the Lamb!”   How does our view of “wrath” change when we 

 realize that it belongs to the One Who has embodied (in His own death) God’s own self-giving, sacrificial love?” 
 

       A: “For too long, over the last century at least, Western churches have healed the wounds of the human race lightly, declaring 
“peace, peace” when there is no peace, except at the superficial level. How might we begin to look below the surface and 
help each other find deeper healing?” 

 

 -How WILL you respond this week?  What one question do you want us to ask of you next week in regard to this? 
 
Recommended Follow-up: 

• Pray: “Hold in prayer all those throughout the world who are terrorized by war, famine, disease, poverty, persecution and injustices of all 
kinds. Cry out with those who suffer, “How long, sovereign Lord?” Then entrust them to the care of the God who is somehow present 
in the midst of all of these terrors, lovingly working to make all things new. 

• Read: Next week’s sermon (1/31/21) will focus on Revelation ch.7.  Take time prior to next Sunday to read & study the passage, pray 
through the passage, meditate on the passage, as well as journey through this week’s companion devotional guide. 

  



 
 

 
An explanation on how Riverside structures these discussion guides*: 
 
 
Riverside defines a disciple of Jesus as a “Know, Be, Do” person.  And since Jesus told us to “make disciples” 
we use the “Know, Be, Do” framework in our discussion guides.  We believer the process for this 
transformation happens in community, hence the “Together” part of the Riverside mission as well. 
 
Riverside leadership regularly asks questions around these areas: 

• “What do we need to know about God?” 
• “Who do we need to be?” 
• “What do we need to do?” 
• “Together, what is our communal identity/response according to the passage/Holy Spirit? 

 
Here is what we mean by “Know, Be, Do” (based on Colossians 1:9-10, see below) 
 
Know – “to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit 
gives…, growing in the knowledge of God”  Not just knowing about Jesus, but knowing Him personally, 
intimately, and deeply.  This is also about knowing the scriptures, knowing the voice of the Holy Spirit, even 
knowing yourself.   
 
Be – “so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way”  Becoming more like Jesus 
(sanctification).  This is about our character and our heart and our motivations, our passions and convictions 
change the more we get to Know Jesus (and others).   
 
Do – “bearing fruit in every good work, …”  Knowing Jesus and Becoming like Jesus practically will change 
our actions.  As we grow in these areas we will naturally DO the things that Jesus did while in the flesh on earth 
(living and loving like Jesus).  Some broad categories around DO are evangelism and justice and service.   
 
Notice “bearing fruit in every good work” then yields more “growing in the knowledge of God.”  In other 
words, while “Know, Be, Do” are three distinct words, they are deeply interconnected. 
	
As a side note, the next chapter states: 6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your 
lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 
thankfulness. 8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends 
on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ. (Col. 2:6-8)  To aid in 
this process Riverside also has a daily devotional guide available each week.   
 
 
 
Colossians 1:9-10, NIV 
For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the 
knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord 
and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,… 

	
* As discussed in Riverside’s HGLT (Home Group Leader Training), these guides are to be starting points for home group leaders to develop their own guides and approaches to leading 
group discussions.  This is a resource tool, not a rigid “go through this guide word-for-word.”  There are intentionally too many questions for a single home group time. This guide relies 
heavily upon the following resources: Thomas, Mack. The Complete Bible Discussion Guide: Old Testament and New Testament, Serendipity Bible for Personal and Small Group Study, Zondervan, along 
with the following group studies ono Revelation: Wright (978-0830821990), MacArthur (978-0718035198), Navigators (978-0891092735), Lucado (978-0310086666), Witmer (978-1433543203), 
Stott (978-0830821792), Wiersbe (978-1434702319), Hathcoat (978-1511401296), Smith (978-1645070726), Hewitt ( 978-1501855443), Stevens (978-0830830213), Arthur (978-0736908061). 
 

	


