
Group Discussion Guide for Week of 5/23/2021       Riverside Home Group Discussion Guide 

Scripture Text from Sunday Sermon; Acts 2:1-18 (NIV)               
 

2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven 

and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 

them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. 
5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 

bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking 

Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 

and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and 

converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked 

one another, “What does this mean?” 13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”  
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain 

this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken 

by the prophet Joel: 17 “‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men 

will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they 

will prophesy. 
 

General Question Bank 
Observation (what does the text say?)  Interpretation (what does it mean?)  Application (what does it mean to me/us?) 

        Know (what does the text say about God?)   Be (what does it say about us?)  Do (what does it call us to do?)  

Together (What is our communal identity/response according to the passage/Holy Spirit?) 
 

Discussion/Topic Starter (Ice Breaker) 

• What’s the first thing that comes to mind when you think about the Holy Spirit?   
 

Acts 2:1-18 

          O: What things in the text strike you or jump out at you? Why? 
***Another way to ask: “Choose one verse or phrase from the passage that stands out to you. This could be something you’re intrigued by, something 

that makes you uncomfortable, something that puzzles you, something that resonates with you, or just something you want to examine further.” Now 

share it with the group 
 

Note: Keith talked about how Pentecost was a Jewish celebration of two things, the first fruits of the harvest, as well as 

God meeting with Moses and the giving of the law in Exodus (50 days after the Passover, hence “pente”).  Keith then 

pointed out how the scripture calls the Holy Spirit a first fruit of God’s promised full presence (Romans 8:23, 2 Cor 1:22).  
 

 O: Why was the day of Pentecost important, and why do you think God chose to send the Holy Spirit on that day? 
 

 O: What were all of the different reactions for the different groups of folks to these events? 
 

 I: vs. 2-3 use similes to describe God’s Spirit.  What are the implications of these comparisons? What can we gather about 

the Holy Spirit? 
 

 I: What does it then mean, per v.4, to be “filled with the Holy Spirit?” 
 

 I: Previously, in the O.T., God had acted by his Spirit through one or two key people at a time. How is this action of God’s 
Spirit new? 

 

A: What has the Holy Spirit done in our midst recently that has grabbed the attention of others? If nothing, why might that 
be so? 

 

A: We are told in Scripture not to grieve the Spirit (Ephesians 4:30) or quench the Spirit (I Thessalonians 5:19), but rather to 

keep in step with the Spirit (Galatians 5:25). If you’re willing, share some ways you tend to grieve/quench the Spirit 
(either in the past, or presently) and also how you go about keeping in step with the Spirit. What does that look like for 
you? 

 
 

-How WILL you respond this week?  What one question do you want us to ask of you next week in regard to this? 
 

Recommended Follow-up: 
• Pray: Pray together, and really focus in on that we are meeting with God, He’s in the room, and He wants us to KNOW Him. Pray together, spend some 

time being silent (so we can listen, aka, “Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”  Then pray in response to the content from 

this letter in Revelation as well as to what the H.S. reveals to us. 

• Respond: Spend this week responding to God’s word as fleshed out in the group time, as well as journey through this week’s devotional guide. 

  



An explanation on how Riverside structures these discussion guides*: 
 

Riverside defines a disciple of Jesus as a “Know, Be, Do” person. And since Jesus told us to “make 

disciples” we use the “Know, Be, Do” framework in our discussion guides. We believe the process for this 

transformation happens in community, hence the “Together” part of the Riverside mission as well. 
 

Riverside leadership regularly asks questions around these areas: 

• “What do we need to know about God?” 
• “Who do we need to be?” 

• “What do we need to do?” 

• “Together, what is our communal identity/response according to the passage/Holy Spirit? 
 

Here is what we mean by “Know, Be, Do” (based on Colossians 1:9-10, see below) 

 

Know – “to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit 

gives…, growing in the knowledge of God.” Not just knowing about Jesus, but knowing Him personally, 

intimately, and deeply. This is also about knowing the scriptures, knowing the voice of the Holy Spirit, even 

knowing yourself.   
 

Be – “so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way.” Becoming more like Jesus 

(sanctification). This is about our character and our heart and our motivations, our passions and convictions 
change the more we get to Know Jesus (and others).   

 

Do – “bearing fruit in every good work, …”  Knowing Jesus and Becoming like Jesus practically will change 

our actions. As we grow in these areas we will naturally DO the things that Jesus did while in the flesh on 
earth (living and loving like Jesus). Some broad categories around DO are evangelism and justice and 

service.   

 
Notice “bearing fruit in every good work” then yields more “growing in the knowledge of God.” In other 

words, while “Know, Be, Do” are three distinct words, they are deeply interconnected. 

 
As a side note, the next chapter states: 6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your 

lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 

thankfulness. 8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which 

depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ. (Col. 2:6-8) 
To aid in this process Riverside also has a daily devotional guide available each week.   
 

 

Colossians 1:9-10, NIV 
For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the 

knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord 

and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,… 

 
* As discussed in Riverside’s HGLT (Home Group Leader Training), these guides are to be starting points for home group leaders to develop their own guides and approaches 
to leading group discussions. This is a resource tool, not a rigid “go through this guide word-for-word.” There are intentionally too many questions for a single home group 
time. This guides rely heavily on a few other study guides; including: Serendipity NT for Groups by the Young Life ministry (ISBN is N/A), “Acts: Seeing God’s Power in Action” 
by Phyllis LePeau (ISBN 9780830830077), “Acts: Seeing the Spirit Work” by John Stott (ISBN 0851113907), “Acts” by N.T. Wright (ISBN 9780830821853), “Acts” by 
NavPress (ISBN 0891091122), “Acts” by Blackaby (ISBN 9781418526429), “Acts: The Spread of the Gospel” by John MacArthur (ISBN 9781418508746), “Book of Acts” by 
Max Lucado (ISBN 0849953006). 
 

 


