
Group Discussion Guide for Week of 1/10/2022       Riverside Home Group Discussion Guide 
 

Scripture Text to accompany the themes of the Sunday Sermon; Exodus 14:21-31 (NIV)  
  

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the Lord drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned 
it into dry land. The waters were divided, 22 and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right 

and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into the 
sea. 24 During the last watch of the night the Lord looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it into 
confusion. 25 He jammed the wheels of their chariots so that they had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from 

the Israelites! The Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” 
26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their 

chariots and horsemen.” 27 Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians 
were fleeing toward it, and the Lord swept them into the sea. 28 The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen—the 

entire army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived. 29 But the Israelites went through the 
sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 30 That day the Lord saved Israel from the hands of the 

Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the shore. 31 And when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of 
the Lord displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the Lord and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant. 
 
 

General Question Bank 
Observation (what does the text say?)  Interpretation (what does it mean?)  Application (what does it mean to me/us?) 

        Know (what does the text say about God?)   Be (what does it say about us?)  Do (what does it call us to do?)  

Together (What is our communal identity/response according to the passage/Holy Spirit?) 
 

Discussion/Topic Starter (Ice Breaker) 

• The parting of the Sea is an iconic moment in the history of Israel—a key pillar in the origin story of the 

Israelites. What is an iconic episode in your origin story that’s made you who you are today? 
 

Exodus 14:21-31 

         O: What things in the text strike you or jump out at you? Why? 
***Another way to ask: “Choose one verse or phrase from the passage that stands out to you. This could be something you’re intrigued by, something 

that makes you uncomfortable, something that puzzles you, something that resonates with you, or just something you want to examine further.” Now 

share it with the group 
 

O: What did God’s plan for escape require of Moses and the people (14:15-18)?  
 

O: What was the outcome of this experience for the Egyptians, Moses, and Israel (14:17-18, 30-31)? 
 

 I: Verses 22 and 29 of Exodus 14 are nearly identical to each other, which is a literary device used to focus attention on 
what comes between them. What do verses 23–28 emphasize? How does this emphasis differ from what we might 

assume the account of the Red Sea focuses on? 
 

A: Think about times when you have felt like Israel, trapped between the Egyptians and the Red Sea. What did you do, and 
why?  
 

A: Reread the conclusion to Dr. King’s sermon Keith read on Sunday: “God has a great plan for this world. His purpose is to 
achieve a world where all men will live together as brothers, and where every man recognizes the dignity and worth of all 
human personality. He is seeking at every moment of His existence to lift men from the bondage of some evil Egypt, 

carrying them through the wilderness of discipline, and finally to the promised land of personal and social integration. May 

it not be that this is entirely within the realm of possibility? I prefer to live by the faith that the kingdoms of this world shall 

become the kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ, and He shall reign for ever and ever, Hallelujah!” As we move into this 
Exodus series, what do you envision that the “wilderness of discipline” might look like for you? 

 

 
 

-How WILL you respond this week?  What one question do you want us to ask of you next week in regard to this? 
 
 

Recommended Follow-up: 
Pray: Pray together, and really focus in on that we are meeting with God, He’s in the room, and He wants us to KNOW Him. Pray together, spend some time 

being silent. 
Respond: Spend this week responding to God’s word as fleshed out in the group time, as well as journey through this week’s devotional guide.  



An explanation on how Riverside structures these discussion guides*: 
 

Riverside defines a disciple of Jesus as a “Know, Be, Do” person. And since Jesus told us to “make 

disciples” we use the “Know, Be, Do” framework in our discussion guides. We believe the process for this 

transformation happens in community, hence the “Together” part of the Riverside mission as well. 
 

Riverside leadership regularly asks questions around these areas: 

• “What do we need to know about God?” 
• “Who do we need to be?” 

• “What do we need to do?” 

• “Together, what is our communal identity/response according to the passage/Holy Spirit? 
 

Here is what we mean by “Know, Be, Do” (based on Colossians 1:9-10, see below) 

 

Know – “to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit 

gives…, growing in the knowledge of God.” Not just knowing about Jesus, but knowing Him personally, 

intimately, and deeply. This is also about knowing the scriptures, knowing the voice of the Holy Spirit, even 

knowing yourself.   
 

Be – “so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way.” Becoming more like Jesus 

(sanctification). This is about our character and our heart and our motivations, our passions and convictions 
change the more we get to Know Jesus (and others).   

 

Do – “bearing fruit in every good work, …”  Knowing Jesus and Becoming like Jesus practically will change 

our actions. As we grow in these areas we will naturally DO the things that Jesus did while in the flesh on 
earth (living and loving like Jesus). Some broad categories around DO are evangelism and justice and 

service.   

 
Notice “bearing fruit in every good work” then yields more “growing in the knowledge of God.” In other 

words, while “Know, Be, Do” are three distinct words, they are deeply interconnected. 

 
As a side note, the next chapter states: 6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your 

lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 

thankfulness. 8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which 

depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ. (Col. 2:6-8) 
To aid in this process Riverside also has a daily devotional guide available each week.   
 

 

Colossians 1:9-10, NIV 
For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the 

knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord 

and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,… 

 
* As discussed in Riverside’s HGLT (Home Group Leader Training), these guides are to be starting points for home group leaders to develop their own guides and approaches to leading 

group discussions. This is a resource tool, not a rigid “go through this guide word-for-word.” There are intentionally too many questions for a single home group time. This guide was 

created in consultation with Echoes of Exodus, Alastair Roberts and Andrew Wilson, 2018; Exodus: Life Change Series, The Navigators, 1989; Exodus 1-19, James Reapsome; and Exodus: 

Knowing the Bible, Matthew Newkirk, J. I. Packer. 
 

 


