Group Discussion Guide forweekof 2/7/2022 Riverside Home Group Discussion Guide

Scripture Text to accompany the themes of the Sunday Sermon; Exodus 2 (NIV)

2 Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman, > and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she
hid him for three months. 3But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the
child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. *His sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him. * Then Pharaoh’s daughter
went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking along the riverbank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her female slave to
getit. °She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said. " Then his sister asked
Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall | go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?”®“Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl went and got the baby’s
mother.? Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this baby and nurse him for me, and | will pay you.” So the woman took the baby and nursed him. **When
the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, saying, “I drew him out of the water.”

1 0One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were and watched them at their hard labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a
Hebrew, one of his own people. 2Looking this way and that and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 2 The next day he went out
and saw two Hebrews fighting. He asked the one in the wrong, “Why are you hitting your fellow Hebrew?”* The man said, “Who made you ruler and judge
over us? Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid and thought, “What | did must have become known.”

BWhen Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to kill Moses, but Moses fled from Pharaoh and went to live in Midian, where he sat down by a well. * Now a priest of
Midian had seven daughters, and they came to draw water and fill the troughs to water their father’s flock. *” Some shepherds came along and drove them
away, but Moses got up and came to their rescue and watered their flock. When the girls returned to Reuel their father, he asked them, “Why have you
returned so early today?”** They answered, “An Egyptian rescued us from the shepherds. He even drew water for us and watered the flock.”? “And where is
he?” Reuel asked his daughters. “Why did you leave him? Invite him to have something to eat.”* Moses agreed to stay with the man, who gave his
daughter Zipporah to Moses in marriage. #? Zipporah gave birth to a son, and Moses named him Gershom, saying, “I have become a foreigner in a foreign
land.”% During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, and their cry for help because of their slavery
went up to God. **God heard their groaning and he remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. % So God looked on the Israelites
and was concerned about them.

General Question Bank
Observation (what does the text say?) Interpretation (what does it mean?) Application (what does it mean to me/us?)
Know (what does the text say about God?) Be (what does it say about us?) Do (what does it call us to do?)
Together (What is our communal identity/response according to the passage/Holy Spirit?)

Discussion/Topic Starter (Ice Breaker)
e Think about some of your favorite stories. Do you have a favorite background character that makes a huge
impact in the narrative?
Exodus 2

O: What things in the text strike you or jump out at you? Why?
***Another way to ask: “Choose one verse or phrase from the passage that stands out to you. This could be something you’re intrigued by, something
that makes you uncomfortable, something that puzzles you, something that resonates with you, or just something you want to examine further.” Now
share it with the group

0: The Hebrew word for the “basket” in which Moses is placed (Ex. 2:3) occurs elsewhere in the Old Testament only to
describe Noah'’s “ark” (Genesis 6-9). Are there other ways Moses’ life connects to Noah’s story?

0: Exodus 1:8-22 presented two ironic reversals of Pharaoh’s decrees. What ironies are at play here in Exodus 2:5-9?

l:  Since Moses grew up in Pharaoh’s household, away from the slave labor, some Israelites likely viewed him as more
Egyptian than Hebrew. However, the text twice refers to Israel as “his people” (Ex. 2:11). How might this conflict of
identity impact Moses as he matures? Has your self-understanding come up against other people’s conception of you?

I:  InExodus 2:24-25, God is the subject of four successive verbs (“God heard . .. God remembered...God saw. .. and God
knew”). Why do you think the text repeats “God” as the subject here, and why is God’s initiative so important here?

I:  God hears the cries of his people today. What difference does that make when you are confronted by circumstances you
feel powerless to change?

A:  Asyou go to prayer in your groups this week, consider using the prayer of examen handout to pray through God’s action
and movements in your lives in the past 24 hours. Find that handout at http://riversidecommunity.org/practices

-How WILL you respond this week? What one question do you want us to ask of you next week in regard to this?

Recommended Follow-up:
Pray: Pray together, and really focus in on that we are meeting with God, He’s in the room, and He wants us to KNOW Him. Pray together, spend some time
being silent.
Respond: Spend this week responding to God’s word as fleshed out in the group time, as well as journey through this week’s devotional guide.



http://riversidecommunity.org/practices

An explanation on how Riverside structures these discussion guides’:

Riverside defines a disciple of Jesus as a “Know, Be, Do” person. And since Jesus told us to “make
disciples” we use the “Know, Be, Do” framework in our discussion guides. We believe the process for this
transformation happens in community, hence the “Together” part of the Riverside mission as well.

Riverside leadership regularly asks questions around these areas:
o “What do we need to know about God?”
e “Who do we need to be?”
e “What do we need to do?”
o “Together, what is our communal identity/response according to the passage/Holy Spirit?

Here is what we mean by “Know, Be, Do” (based on Colossians 1:9-10, see below)

Know - “to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit
gives..., growing in the knowledge of God.” Not just knowing about Jesus, but knowing Him personally,
intimately, and deeply. This is also about knowing the scriptures, knowing the voice of the Holy Spirit, even
knowing yourself.

Be - “so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way.” Becoming more like Jesus
(sanctification). This is about our character and our heart and our motivations, our passions and convictions
change the more we get to Know Jesus (and others).

Do - “bearing fruit in every good work, ...” Knowing Jesus and Becoming like Jesus practically will change
our actions. As we grow in these areas we will naturally DO the things that Jesus did while in the flesh on
earth (living and loving like Jesus). Some broad categories around DO are evangelism and justice and
service.

Notice “bearing fruit in every good work” then yields more “growing in the knowledge of God.” In other
words, while “Know, Be, Do” are three distinct words, they are deeply interconnected.

As a side note, the next chapter states: ¢ So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your
lives in him, "rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with
thankfulness. & See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which
depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ. (Col. 2:6-8)
To aid in this process Riverside also has a daily devotional guide available each week.

Colossians 1:9-10, NIV

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the
knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord
and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, ...

* As discussed in Riverside’s HGLT (Home Group Leader Training), these guides are to be starting points for home group leaders to develop their own guides and approaches to leading
group discussions. This is a resource tool, not a rigid “go through this guide word-for-word.” There are intentionally too many questions for a single home group time. This guide was
created in consultation with Echoes of Exodus, Alastair Roberts and Andrew Wilson, 2018; Exodus: Life Change Series, The Navigators, 1989; Exodus 1-19, James Reapsome; and Exodus:
Knowing the Bible, Matthew Newkirk, J. I. Packer.




