
Group Discussion Guide for Week of 11/14/2022       Riverside Home Group Discussion Guide 
 

Scripture Text to accompany the themes of the Sunday Sermon; Exodus 35-40:33 (NIV, see 35:1-36:7 below)  
 

35 Moses assembled the whole Israelite community and said to them, “These are the things the Lord has commanded you to do: 2 For six 

days, work is to be done, but the seventh day shall be your holy day, a day of sabbath rest to the Lord. Whoever does any work on it is to be 

put to death. 3 Do not light a fire in any of your dwellings on the Sabbath day.” 
4 Moses said to the whole Israelite community, “This is what the Lord has commanded: 5 From what you have, take an offering for the Lord. 

Everyone who is willing is to bring to the Lord an offering of gold, silver and bronze; 6 blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat 

hair; 7 ram skins dyed red and another type of durable leather; acacia wood; 8 olive oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the 

fragrant incense; 9 and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece. 
10 “All who are skilled among you are to come and make everything the Lord has commanded: 11 the tabernacle with its tent and its covering, 

clasps, frames, crossbars, posts and bases; 12 the ark with its poles and the atonement cover and the curtain that shields it; 13 the table with 

its poles and all its articles and the bread of the Presence; 14 the lampstand that is for light with its accessories, lamps and oil for the 

light; 15 the altar of incense with its poles, the anointing oil and the fragrant incense; the curtain for the doorway at the entrance to the 

tabernacle; 16 the altar of burnt offering with its bronze grating, its poles and all its utensils; the bronze basin with its stand; 17 the curtains of 

the courtyard with its posts and bases, and the curtain for the entrance to the courtyard; 18 the tent pegs for the tabernacle and for the 

courtyard, and their ropes; 19 the woven garments worn for ministering in the sanctuary—both the sacred garments for Aaron the priest and 

the garments for his sons when they serve as priests.” 
20 Then the whole Israelite community withdrew from Moses’ presence, 21 and everyone who was willing and whose heart moved them came 

and brought an offering to the Lord for the work on the tent of meeting, for all its service, and for the sacred garments. 22 All who were 

willing, men and women alike, came and brought gold jewelry of all kinds: brooches, earrings, rings and ornaments. They all presented their 

gold as a wave offering to the Lord. 23 Everyone who had blue, purple or scarlet yarn or fine linen, or goat hair, ram skins dyed red or the 

other durable leather brought them. 24 Those presenting an offering of silver or bronze brought it as an offering to the Lord, and everyone 

who had acacia wood for any part of the work brought it. 25 Every skilled woman spun with her hands and brought what she had spun—blue, 

purple or scarlet yarn or fine linen. 26 And all the women who were willing and had the skill spun the goat hair. 27 The leaders brought onyx 

stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece. 28 They also brought spices and olive oil for the light and for the 

anointing oil and for the fragrant incense. 29 All the Israelite men and women who were willing brought to the Lord freewill offerings for all 

the work the Lord through Moses had commanded them to do. 
30 Then Moses said to the Israelites, “See, the Lord has chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 31 and he has filled him 

with the Spirit of God, with wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge and with all kinds of skills— 32 to make artistic designs for work in 

gold, silver and bronze, 33 to cut and set stones, to work in wood and to engage in all kinds of artistic crafts. 34 And he has given both him and 

Oholiab son of Ahisamak, of the tribe of Dan, the ability to teach others. 35 He has filled them with skill to do all kinds of work as engravers, 

designers, embroiderers in blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and weavers—all of them skilled workers and designers. 

36 1 So Bezalel, Oholiab and every skilled person to whom the Lord has given skill and ability to know how to carry out all the work of 

constructing the sanctuary are to do the work just as the Lord has commanded.” 
2 Then Moses summoned Bezalel and Oholiab and every skilled person to whom the Lord had given ability and who was willing to come and 

do the work. 3 They received from Moses all the offerings the Israelites had brought to carry out the work of constructing the sanctuary. And 

the people continued to bring freewill offerings morning after morning. 4 So all the skilled workers who were doing all the work on the 

sanctuary left what they were doing 5 and said to Moses, “The people are bringing more than enough for doing the work 

the Lord commanded to be done.” 
6 Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word throughout the camp: “No man or woman is to make anything else as an offering for the 

sanctuary.” And so the people were restrained from bringing more, 7 because what they already had was more than enough to do all the 

work. 
 
 

General Question Bank 
Observation (what does the text say?)  Interpretation (what does it mean?)  Application (what does it mean to me/us?) 

        Know (what does the text say about God?)   Be (what does it say about us?)  Do (what does it call us to do?)  

Together (What is our communal identity/response according to the passage/Holy Spirit?) 
 

Discussion/Topic Starter (Ice Breaker) 

• What do you consider your primary gifts? What gifts do you see in one another? 
 

Exodus 35-40:33 (focusing on 35:1-36:7) 

         O: What things in the text strike you or jump out at you? Why? 
***Another way to ask: “Choose one verse or phrase from the passage that stands out to you. This could be something you’re intrigued by, something 

that makes you uncomfortable, something that puzzles you, something that resonates with you, or just something you want to examine further.” Now 

share it with the group 
 

O/I: The building instructions ended with a reiteration of the Sabbath command (31:12-17), and here the construction 
begins with Sabbath reiteration (35:1-3). Why might rest be so central to this particular community at the culmination of 
this particular story? 



 

O/I: What descriptive words do you hear repeatedly in 35:20-29 regarding the Israelites? How does this passage 

demonstrate active obedience? 
 

O/I: How did Bezalel and Oholiab acquire their skills and knowledge (35:30-36:1)? What might this suggest for our own skill 

and knowledge? How might this shape our attitude regarding our own abilities? 
 

I: Consider what you’ve just read about the overwhelming generosity of the Israelites—how does this square with the 

repeated descriptions and actions that labeled them “stiff-necked people”?  
 

I: If you’ve given time, talent, or treasure to projects in the past, how does your contribution impact the way you look at 

the finished product? 
 

O: Is there anything about the tabernacle construction or the priestly garments that you’d like to study more in depth? 

Discuss in group or study on your own. 
 

A: Keith outlined how the four key words for chapters 35-40 are REST, GIFTS, BUILD, and GLORY. What’s “the stuff” you 

need to do right now? Do you need to prioritize restful sabbath? Identifying your gifts? Building and doing the stuff 
you’ve already been gifted and tasked to do?  

 

A: This week’s suggested practice is a spiritual gifts assessment. Go to https://riversidecommunity.org/practices/ to find 

the assessment, take it, and bring the results back to your group and see how you might put them to good use for 
Christ’s kingdom! 

 
 

-How WILL you respond this week?  What one question do you want us to ask of you next week in regard to this? 
 

Recommended Follow-up: 
Pray: Pray together, and really focus in on that we are meeting with God, He’s in the room, and He wants us to KNOW Him. Pray together, spend some time 

being silent. 

Respond: Spend this week responding to God’s word as fleshed out in the group time, as well as journey through this week’s devotional guide. 

  

https://riversidecommunity.org/practices/


An explanation on how Riverside structures these discussion guides*: 
 

Riverside defines a disciple of Jesus as a “Know, Be, Do” person. And since Jesus told us to “make 

disciples” we use the “Know, Be, Do” framework in our discussion guides. We believe the process for this 

transformation happens in community, hence the “Together” part of the Riverside mission as well. 
 

Riverside leadership regularly asks questions around these areas: 

• “What do we need to know about God?” 
• “Who do we need to be?” 

• “What do we need to do?” 

• “Together, what is our communal identity/response according to the passage/Holy Spirit? 
 

Here is what we mean by “Know, Be, Do” (based on Colossians 1:9-10, see below) 

 

Know – “to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit 

gives…, growing in the knowledge of God.” Not just knowing about Jesus, but knowing Him personally, 

intimately, and deeply. This is also about knowing the scriptures, knowing the voice of the Holy Spirit, even 

knowing yourself.   
 

Be – “so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way.” Becoming more like Jesus 

(sanctification). This is about our character and our heart and our motivations, our passions and convictions 
change the more we get to Know Jesus (and others).   

 

Do – “bearing fruit in every good work, …”  Knowing Jesus and Becoming like Jesus practically will change 

our actions. As we grow in these areas we will naturally DO the things that Jesus did while in the flesh on 
earth (living and loving like Jesus). Some broad categories around DO are evangelism and justice and 

service.   

 
Notice “bearing fruit in every good work” then yields more “growing in the knowledge of God.” In other 

words, while “Know, Be, Do” are three distinct words, they are deeply interconnected. 

 
As a side note, the next chapter states: 6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your 

lives in him, 7 rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 

thankfulness. 8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which 

depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ. (Col. 2:6-8) 
To aid in this process Riverside also has a daily devotional guide available each week.   
 

 

Colossians 1:9-10, NIV 
For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the 

knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord 

and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God,… 

 
* As discussed in Riverside’s HGLT (Home Group Leader Training), these guides are to be starting points for home group leaders to develop their own guides and approaches to leading 

group discussions. This is a resource tool, not a rigid “go through this guide word-for-word.” There are intentionally too many questions for a single home group time. This guide was 

created in consultation with Echoes of Exodus, Alastair Roberts and Andrew Wilson, 2018; Exodus: Life Change Series, The Navigators, 1989; Exodus 20-40, James Reapsome; and Exodus: 

Knowing the Bible, Matthew Newkirk, J. I. Packer. 
 

 


